Discussion 2: Medea's Play
I don't believe that Medea's play honors women because the entire play depicts hopelessness and self-pity for women like Medea. The poet shows prejudice of foreign women with no rights at all. The poet describes Medea's hopeless and self-pity state of mind, which only deepens as the story advances. The play shows a woman's image as that of desperate and dependent on their male counterparts to come and get them out of the problem. Medea represents women in the medieval era who were expected to be submissive to their male partners even if they were not respectful. She says that the man "she loved has proved most evil" (Getty et al. 254). In this statement, Medea refers to her husband, who has fallen in love with another woman, Glauke. The nurse and the chorus only show sympathy and understanding as other women did. As such, the author's sympathetic role gave Medea (who represents women) does not honor women, but further show the helpless image of women conveyed in the play.
Through the relationship between Medea and her husband, the author depicts the relationship between female and male genders in medieval times. Medea's statement shows how men upheld their dominance and superiority in ancient society. For instance, Medea says that "and men that erst for wisdom were held high" (Getty et al. 254). Even though Medea is done being humble and submissive, the author, here, tries to depict the power that men had over their women. As such, Medea's suffering is a metaphorical representation of the suffering that women in the ancient Greek world went through. Women of the ancient Greek world could not divorce even when their husbands were unfaithful to them like Medea.
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